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Diachronic Development

‘The Language’
matters

300 Jiirgen Spitzmiiller
(Zurich)

250 == Rettet dem
Deutsch!
Ideology Brokers

200 o
Clashes

150 — 2 —1 s

S T
1908 2000

2001
{Jan-Jun)

Figure: Number of articles in the corpus, 1995 to June 2001
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Nonlinguists about linguists |

“Bestiinde die Bringschuld der Germanisten nicht darin, auf
die Sorgen der Offentlichkeit tiber die Anglisierung der
Sprache stérker einzugehen und sich energischer fir die
eigene Sprache einzusetzen?”

("Isn't it the Germanists’ duty to respond to the public
worries about the anglification of the language and to
support their own language more strongly?")

(Schrammen 2003: 50)
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Nonlinguists about linguists I

DIETER E. ZIMMER

SPRACHE

in Zeften fhrer
Unverbesserlichkeit

“Es ist weniger die Indifferenz als die
unterschwellige apologetische Tendenz
der Linguistik, die die 6ffentliche
Sprachkritik gegen sie aufgebracht hat."”
("It's not so much the indifference of
linguistics, but its hidden apologetic
tendency that nettled the public
language critics")

(Zimmer 2005: 34)
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Clashes

1. Clash of (linguistic) concepts
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Clashes

1. Clash of (linguistic) concepts

2. Clash of authorities

3. Clash of ideologies
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Clashes

1. Clash of (linguistic) concepts

2. Clash of authorities

» Who defines what "language” (‘the’ German
language) is?
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Clashes

1. Clash of (linguistic) concepts

» e.g. language as a homogeneous entity
vs. language as a heterogeneous phenomenon

2. Clash of authorities

» Who defines what "language” (‘the’ German
language) is?

3. Clash of ideologies
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Clashes
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2. Clash of authorities
» Who defines what "language” (‘the’ German
language) is?
3. Clash of ideologies
» e.g. “national” vs. “transnational” or “subcultural”
identities




Catalyzing factors
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1. Language change

Additional Material

2. International factors

2.1 Dealing with the globalization process
2.2 Discussing “Europeanization”

3. Specific factors

3.1 German reunification/Establishment of the “Berliner
Republik”

3.2 Revisiting the concepts of ‘Nation’, ‘Nationalism’,
‘National Identity’, ‘Patriotism’

3.3 Discussing the role of the reunified Germany in Europe
and worldwide




Selected Metaphorical Concepts

Concept (type) Frequencies
Doc. Total Doc. Percent

Language is an Organism 723 52%
- Language change is war 608 44%

— lliness and Death 162 11.7%

- Care 138 10%

Language is a Substance 512 37%
— Purity 333 24.1%

- Mixing 64 4.6%

- Disintegrating 64 4.6%

— Decaying 85 6.2%

Language is a Container 331 24%
— Infiltration 227 16.4%

Language is an Artefact 206 15%
— Building 134 9.7%

Total 865 63%
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Metaphorical Concepts: Interrelations

‘The Language’
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‘SUBSTANCF‘ ‘ ‘ORGANISM ‘ ‘ CONTAINER ‘ ‘ ARTEFACT ‘

Additional Material
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Discursive ‘antagonisms’

Good: “Gutes Deutsch”
"Kultur”

“Real Education”
Enlightenment
Democratic

Educated Citizens

teoeTe

Bad: Anglicisms
“Zivilisation" /Modernity
“Pretended Education”
Communication Barriers
Excluding

Chimpanzees
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“Jede Zeit sagt, daB derzeit die Sprache so gefédhrdet und
von Zersetzung bedroht sei wie nie zuvor. In unserer Zeit Additional Material
aber ist die Sprache tatsachlich so gefahrdet und von
Zersetzung bedroht wie nie zuvor."”

("People have always stated that the language was never
as endangered as presently. Presently, however, our
language is indeed as endangered as never before.")

Hans Weigel (1974:7)
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